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ny the way, why cannot the old rés-
orvolr near the Nuuanu tram car termi-
mun be utifized during the dry spell?
Feople atre now permitted to bathe In
Kapena pool, but that would be easily
taboondt. Kapema pool has gquite a fine
supply of water, and there seems no
®ood reason why it should not be made
upe of during the terrible dry spell we
now have uyop us,
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The desth of Hoaplll Balker removed
& prominent Hawadlan, who was a
mtrong supporter of the monarchy. He
was 4 leading officer of the Household
troops under Kalukaua, and for a time
was governor of Maul, Colonel Baker
claimed descent from a long llhe of
chiefs. Of Inte years he hus lived In
retirement, Inexorible time Is gradual-
iy Iying aslde the men who played
Pprominent parts during the sevemties
and cighties,
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The report of the commitiee of the
Council of State upon the Court of
Clalms |s a stinging one, and It looks

a9 If there was no other course for tluaI
s*members of the court left than to re-

mign. The remarks upon remuneration
mnd the contrast between 'the cost of o
leginlative scssion and the proposed cost
of the Court of Clalme was very keen
aml cutting. There [s no doubt that
the Court of ClAims as at present con-
stituted, ls thoroughly unsatisfactory
T the peoples most Interested In lts
workings.

Consul General Haywood has worked
for the Island captaing (o good purpose
when the quallfying clause In the rules
amd regulations of the Board of Bupéer-
vising Inspoctors of Bteam Vessels was
made Lo apply to Hawall. The Hawail-
an inter-Island trade would have lost
the services of severnl very valuable
men, had the clause not applied to the
Istands, Consul General Haywood has
falfilled his duties towards the seafar-
ing populntion very ably, and hps es-
tablished a record of fairness and firm-
ness in a very arduoue task.

A DILEMMA,

There germs to be digerepancy he-
tween the "Exceutive order” signed by
President Dole, and the “Public Notice™
wigned by the President ond members
of the court of claims. The "Execu-
tive order' reads:

“The Court of CommIissloners 1o take
evidence of logses caused by the burn-
ing of Chinatown In Honolulu and to
make awnprds and fudgments on such
Josser shull ¢congist of o presiding meni-
ber and four sssocisie members, ns
herelnafter appointed.”

The “Public Notice” of the court of
claims reads:
“Public notlce is here given that the |

court of cinims for losses caused by

the Board of Health In the suppresston |

of bubonie plagus having been duly
appointed, commissfoned and sworn,
will hold a scaslon at Its dourtroom In
the Judicinry building in Honolulu on
Wednesduy, the 4k day of April, A. I).
~ MO0, at 2 o'clock In the afternoon, and
dnily at the same hour until furtherp
notice (Bundave and holidays except-
l‘d)."

The “Executive order” says “the
Court of Commissloners to take evi-
dence of losses caused by the burning
of Chinatown In Honolulu,” whatever
the boundaries of Chinatown may be.

The "Public Notlee" saya "for losses
caused by the Board of Health in the
suppression of bubonle plagus" which
18 wider than the vague
*“Chinatown."

The two public statements are con-
tradiotory and need elucidation by the
suthorities, Is the court of claims only
golng to look after “losses cauwed by
the burning of Chinatown,” or is the
court golng to adjudicate for “logses

mtch from the Chinese of San Fran-
clsco, There has never been anything
Ike the holocaust of erime here, which
hus run riot In the Chinntown of the
Iatter clty. Bot it can eawily be unders
stood that any one who has been ac-
cartomed to Ban Francisco Chinese, will
mot readlly understand the Hawaltan
Chinese. The latter have always heen
extremely quiet and orderly. They are
not  nearly o addioled 1o erimes of
Violence as the Japanese. True, they
gamble—it Is a national vice—but then
n great many white men gamble. True,
alwo, they smoke oplum, which Is
aguinet the law. But the orime of
smoking oplum I8 one which & com-
mitted aguinst themselves, And the
oplum smoking habit can be offset
agnainst the drinking habits of the west-
arn man,

But the Chinese of the better olass
have always proved themselves good
oitlzgens here, They have always been
ready to assigt thelr western brethren
when charftable subseriptions are going
round. When money was rdlsed for the
entertalnment of the volunteer troops
who pussed through on thelr way to
Maniia, the Chinese méerchanis volun-
torily came forward with a handsome
subscription, On their festivales they
have lberally entertained thelr western
friends; in fact, more liberally han
thelr western friemls have entertained
them. They have avalled themselves
of their opportunities for educating
meir thildren  according to  western

methods,

Tt ceriainly does not seem likely that
these people are suddenly going ‘o
break forth into crime and murder,
Nor does It seem just to speak of Leung
Chi-tao's speeches for the reform of his
country's government as “polftioat
rantings.” There were speechas mnde
by Willlam Henry which the Britlsh
officiale of the time slyled “pall tiewl
rantings,” but the verdict of his con-
temporaries and of posterity ls that

they were noble sentiments, magnifi-
contly expressed. That the government

of Chima is corrupt Is a waorld-wide fact.
But because the officlal class 1s corrupt
is no reason to say that all Chines¢
are corrupt, There are Chinese with
high ldeals of government and 1t is
these, and not the officials, that should

| have our sympathy.

WHY?

definition |

| thing that is not™

When the personnel of the court of
dlalms was announced, The Btar took
occasion to point out that at least twe
of the appointments should have gone
10 business men, with the understand-
ing that men of the requisite callber
would be willing to serve. The Cham-
ber of Commerce has voleed In strong
terme whit The Star suggested. A
mogt representative meeting, attended

4ects to the appolntments on the court
of clalms. The meeting desires that
gome businesxs men should be on tho
court, and the contention seems to be
emvinently just.

A vonversation with one of the Min-
isters a few days ago comes up in
| point. The reason advanced was that
the buginess community could be called
up to give expert evidence, whenever
It was required. This I8 certainly o
very extraordinary attitude, The law-
vers were to be pald at a certaln rate
a day, und the business men could be
called upon Lo give up thelr time, for
no remuneration, to supplement the
legal rulings.

A letter which appeared yesterday In
these columns shows the legal appeet
of the cage, It ghowed temper on be-
half of the profession, and suggested a
vourt of elaims composed entirely of
| buginess men, with a anevr that they
'would make o mess of (L. But why
should lawyers clalm omnisclence?
How many of the gentlemen on the
| *Court” have any knowledge of mer-
| pantlle values bevond the most per-
| functory, and It cannpot be sald that any
| single member 1s a very leading Inwyer,
| though a&ll may be and no doubt are
bright and brilllant.

That the mercantile community
ahould “kick” s no wonder, Whatever
the value of “expert” testimony may
be—and the moré one sees of trials, the
less one belleves In Its value—what the
business community wanted wns a re-
presentation upon the Board itself,
where the volece would have been of
gome avall, backed by argument. But
i expert testimony only a certain Hne
of question nnd answers is developed,
and n beilllant lnwyer, by adrolt quess
tloning, may make & person say, as
Swift'e Hubnyhams worded It, “the
That Is an expert
witness may be so badgered according
o legal ethics that he 8 made o ap-

caused by the Board of Health in the 1|u-ar to say what he does not meéan to

suppresgion of bubonle plague.” The |
latter Ip 80 wide & fleld that one al-
Liost wtands aghast at {ts fur reaching
poeeibilitics, Who authoriged the lat-

ter pulitoation?
—
THE CHINESE,
"Whersaver Chinese revolutionary
cllques guther murder follows,” siys
& contemporary. There sisms to be ho
reagon why It should not, if the Em-

press Dowager of China puts a prem-
lum on murder, It is not the reforming
socletles that are offering money for
hesids, but 1t Is hor serene highness who
duoes,

The Chinese of Honolulu are o pro-
grefdive people. OF the better class of
Chinese o very large number have had
thelr children educated In our schodls,
and many of them speak English flu-
ently, There have been Chinese socle-
ties here for years, certainly for thirty
yearn, and there mever has, during that
time, been apy war of the “tongs” or
any highbinding acts perpetrated. They
have llved peaceably In our midst, and
why should they so suddenly be charged
with being “highbinders,' does not seem
yery clear,

The Chinese of I{onolulu differ very

nay, Of course thare Is great akill in
this, but the morality I8 more than
doubtful.

What was wanted, what Is wanted, is
A thoroughly ocompetent ocourt of
claims, Undoubtedly there will be
| claims which will have to he rejected.
| But are the lawyers more fitted to
weleh the value of the elafm. than a
' business man whose whole time (s
|mkvn up In figuring upon values, and
methods of Increasing profits.

The necessity of able legal talent on
the court of claims is self-evident, but
B0 algo I8 the necessity of able maor-
cantile talent, What would be the out-
cry from the bar If only business men
had. been appointed on the court of
clalms, and the bar had only been cal)-
ed upon to give expert testimony upon
the cases coming up. The bar would
have arligen as one man, and denounced
whnt It considered ag 4 slur upon Its
honor and ita Integrity; and would
stralghtway have declded to watch the
Iniquities of mercantile side,

To The Star the action of the mer-
chants in the Chamber of Commerce s
both patriotic and timely. Not to have
ppoken out on #o vital a question Js
fatal. This time e merchants have

decided to take time by the forelock.

by more members than ordinary, ob- |

Disinfectine

the Best and
Most Reliable 4

i =

DISINFECTANT|

Sprinkled about cesspools
and houses and
stables, ete.
it will disinfect

1t will not lose its strength by
coming in contact with
the soil, but

KILLS

Trial
bottle, 25 cents, which will
make a pail of the most effec-
tive Disinfectant,

Put up in all sizes.

L4 ———

Fort Street,

-

special Sale

OF

Agate Ware!

Now Is the time to replenish your
kitchen. Here are some of the prices;

Bake Pans, Medium ........ 30 cts.

Bake Pans, Largeé............ 50 ¢ts.
Pudding Pans ..o 20 ota
Large Ladles ................ 15 cts,
QUATE “CUPE tesrsneninnnnnerss 20 OL8.
Dinner Kettles .......ccu000u 50 ots,
DY PAOS 1veecncocansracvers B0 0L
Eoup Plates, Large . + 20 otn.
Dinner Plates, Large ...... 20 cts,
.Coﬂea B0 s svvsvvechainsnies 88 00K
Tea POtE ...ocoliiiiannivavies 35 OI8,
Meat Ple Dighes ............ 2§ ots.
And a hundred other artlck:u Hkewige

reduced In price,

Our new atock of GURNEY CLEAN-
ABLE REFRIGERATORS, has at last
arrived and we have them In all sizes,

W. W, DIMOND & GO,

LIMITED.

Importers of Crockery, Glass,
and House Furnishing Goods

Sole Agents for JEWEL 8TOVES tor
Coal or Wood, NEW BLUE FLAME
WICKLESS OIL ETOVES, GURNEY
CLEANABLE REFRIGERATORS.

Why not be Fashionably Dressed ?

Why should you adorn a sty-
lish hat and tie, and have a
cheap, ill-fithing shoe, *+ _
To be properly dressed, you t
must begin with your shoes and
work up

How often is character read
from the style and fit of your
shoes, and the ﬁvay you keep
them,

Consult us, its our business,
we keep abreast of the times,
why shouldn’t you !

Mcinerny’s Shoe Store

FORT STREET. HONOLULU.

IN TIRANSIT |

ON THE

“ALDEN BESSE”

.

150 Bbls Distillate
400 Gases T4&° Gasollne
200 “ 8e6°

PACIFIC HARDWARE COMPANY, - LIMITED,

L. B. KERR & GO., LTD

A large and fine assortment of First Class Jewelry,

Watches, Chains, Pins, Rings,Jlétc., at the most reasonable

prices ever offered in this City.

. CGentlemen’s night shirts, pajamas, white dress shirts, ne- .

gligee shirts in latest patterns, underwear, etc.

half other places ask.

Prices

A complete line of toilet articles of the finest grade. Per-
fumes, soaps, powders, pastes and brushes, water bottles,
fountain syringes, etc., are now offered at the lowest prices

ever asked for same in the Islands,

The usual immense lines of dry goods of all descriptions :
are unequaled in assortment and price in this clty

Millinery stock is immense and varied the most fasti-

dious are invited to call as we feel sure they will all be

pleased, at the store of

L. BB EKEFERR & CO, 'TD

QUEEN STREET

IMPORTERS.
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